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PRINCIPALôS LETTER 

Dear Parents & Friends 
 

I write as our Junior girls are putting the final touches to 
their Carol Service and the Senior girls are preparing for 
their service next week.  I have enjoyed two spectacular 
versions of the Nativity by the Early Years and Years 1 & 2.  
At the risk of sounding like Bruce Forsyth òthey were my 
favouritesó and, I am sure you will agree, they were the 
best Pre-Prep productions ever!  What a super close to 
what has been an amazing term.    
 

Whilst the girls have been busy, I have been gallivanting 
around the country; first to Harrogate where all the Heads 
of Girlsõ Schools  argued that  òGirls can have it all, just 
not all at once!ó and, more recently, I took part in a 
debate in Cambridge where we ôexploded the myths 
surrounding Gender and Educationõ.  òOh no, more speech 
fodderó, I hear you groan! 
 

Research reaffirmed that single sex girlsõ schools give rise 
to high quality performance and are pre -eminent when it 
comes to those dreaded tables.  I had the opportunity to 
learn from research and hear what students thought about 
being taught in a single sex class; you will hardly be 
surprised to discover that students felt that the greatest 
benefits were that there were fewer distractions; girl s 

 

 
participated and gave answers more freely òwithout peer 
pressureó; girls felt able to contribute in class without 
ridicule; òYou donõt have to put on an actó, and òYou donõt 
have to worry about what you look like.ó 
 

There is no doubt that girls taught in single sex classes 
have greater confidence to answer questions, debate and 
discuss.  They really did believe they had space to learn 
and space to breathe.  
 

But a single sex organisation is not a solution in itself; 
teachers matter, the ethos matters, expectations matter.  
At St Gabrielõs, the girls know they  matter.   
 

This newsletter is full of examples of where girls can be 
girls!  Do read on and see the wide variety of activities 
where the girls obviously felt completely at ease 
participating and contributing.  They continue to amaze!  
 

I wish you all a joyous Christmas.  
 
 
 

A Very Lively Library!  
 

It has been a busy start to the new school year in both the 
Junior and Senior School libraries.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are in the process of adding all the Junior School library 
books to the computer system ð a huge task which will take 
some time, but Iõm sure it will improve the way that the 
library is used and organised.  
 

National School Library Day took place in October and a 
good number of Junior girls designed their dream school 
libraries. Some were on paper, some were models and the 
judging team agreed that it was incredibly hard to make a 
decision as to a winner. Well done to all participants and 
especially to the winning designers!  
 

In the Senior School, in addition to the day -to-day study 
sessions and library skills lessons for the Year 7 girls, we 
held a ôHalloween Horror Huntõ. The library was decorated 
in suitably spooky style and we had a good number of 
horror -hunters! Kate Stainthorp and Adi Hardwick made this 
possible by providing plenty of decorations and running the 
event with great gusto ð I think theyõve both learned  

 
 
that making suggestions for library events will result in the 
librarian giving them lots to do! They both agreed that in 
spite of the very hard work involved it was great fun and 
worthwhile. We shall be working on more projects to get 
our girls reading in the future.  
 

We have had lots of volunteer student librarians this term 
and all of them have shown great willingness to help. I 
would like to thank them all for their contribution so far. 
Itõs always difficult to pick out particular girls to thank, but 
this term I would like to mention Alice Watson -Smith and 
Megan Kerrigan for their help on Open Morning; Adi 
Hardwick for her model -making skills and general 
helpfulness and enthusiasm, and especially Kate Stainthorp 
who manned the Junior Library for much of the Open 
Morning and is always a cheerful and keen ôGirl Fridayõ.  
 

Wishing everyone a very happy and peaceful Christmas 
holiday.  
 

Ann Borzoni, Librarian  
 
 
 


